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week 1

Mark 1:9-15—Jesus’ baptism and temptation in the wilderness

READERS
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER (for introduction)
READER (male/female)

INSTRUCTIONS
This week’s story is a straightforward reading out of the text.

SCRIPT
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER: Throughout the weeks of Ashes to Fire, we’ll be hearing each week’s story 
told in different ways. Some weeks you will hear from one reader, other weeks you will hear from multiple 
readers. Some weeks you yourself may even participate in the reading!

In our first week, we’ll be hearing a story that may be familiar to many of you. However, it will be told in a 
way that is perhaps different than you have heard it before. Based on Mark 1:9-15, this retelling of the story 
invites us to see new details and consider how God might be speaking to us through them.

READER: Having lived in the city of Nazareth, in an area called Galilee, Jesus came to a man named John 
the Baptizer, who was a cousin of Jesus. Jesus asked John to baptize him in the Jordan River. Just as John 
was bringing Jesus back up out of the water, the sky looked like it split open, and Jesus saw what looked like 
a dove descending down on him. This dove was in fact God’s Spirit. Then, a voice came from heaven, saying 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

Then, immediately after his baptism, God’s spirit guided Jesus out into the wilderness among the wild ani-
mals, where he stayed for forty days, fasting and praying to God. During those forty days, he was tempted 
by Satan in a number of ways, but he did not give in to the temptations. During this time angels came and 
took care of Jesus.

Then Jesus came back into public and began telling everyone really good news about God. He said, “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”
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week 2

Mark 8:31-38—Jesus’ rebuke of Peter/The way of the cross

READERS
READER #1 (male)
READER #2 (female)

INSTRUCTIONS
This week will feature two readers, alternating back and forth. Rather than alternating between two sepa-
rate stories, READER #1 will simply repeat the refrain “Take up your cross . . .” or “Take up your cross and 
follow me” as READER #2 reads the story. Both readers should stand next to each other from a visible spot 
on the stage/platform.

SCRIPT

READER #1: “Take up your cross . . .”

READER #2: “Then Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.”

READER #1: “Take up your cross . . .”

READER #2: “He said all this quite openly.”

READER #1: “Take up your cross . . .”

READER #2: “And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things.’”

READER #1: “Take up your cross . . .”

READER #2: “He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my follow-
ers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.’”

READER #1: “Take up your cross and follow me . . .”

READER #2: “For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.”

READER #1: “Take up your cross and follow me . . .”

READER #2: “For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can 
they give in return for their life?”

READER #1: “Take up your cross and follow me . . .”

READER #2: “Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.”

READER #1: “Take up your cross and follow me . . .”

READER #2: “If any want to become my followers. . .”



© 2011 by Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City. www.ashestofire.com

Creative Storytelling

4

week 2 continued . . .

BOTH: “let them take up their cross and follow me.”

READER #1: “Take up your cross.”
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week 3

John 2:13-22—Jesus confronts the moneychangers in the temple courts

READERS
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER (for introduction)
READER #1: (male, reading the part of a money changer)
READER #2: (male, reading the part of a religious leader in the temple)
READER #3: (female, reading the part of a woman in the temple)
READER #4: (male, reading the part of a disciple of Jesus)

INSTRUCTIONS
Spread the four readers out across the sanctuary/auditorium. If they are not able to be heard when spread 
out across the room, or microphones are not available for each, spread them out as far as possible from 
one another on the stage/platform. The reading should give the effect of telling today’s story from various 
vantage points.

SCRIPT
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER: Today’s story is one that uses imagination. The imagination of the storytell-
ers to walk in the shoes of four different people who may have been present when the story took place. The 
imagination of the listener to see the sights, hear the sounds, and smell the smells in the temple that day.

READER #1: It was the Passover, one of the best times of the year for us. A lot of money could be made 
because there were so many people in Jerusalem and in the temple.

READER #2: It was a busy week for us. Keeping the temple running was no small task at any time. But 
Passover week . . .

READER #3: Unlike last year, I had money to spend this year. I knew that with the amount I had, I could 
find doves, a sheep, or even a cow. Certainly God will be happy with that. But being from out of town, I 
did not have the right coins to buy.

READER #4: We entered the temple with Jesus. Only a few steps in, Jesus stopped, and our group stopped 
as well. He looked around, as if taking it all in, almost like he was adding something up in his head.

READER #2: We saw Jesus and his followers enter. I knew his being there would cause a commotion. I won-
dered what it would be that might set things off. Little did I know it would be him.

READER #1: The woman sat down at my table.

READER #3: I sat down at the table.

READER #1: She did a fine job of asking for her currency to be changed. But I could tell she had not done 
this before, not here.

READER #4: Jesus looked at the money changers spread throughout the temple. He saw them. But he did 
not stare at them. Instead, he stared at those using the money changers services. I could not read the 
emotion in his eyes.
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week 3 continued . . .

READER #2: I stared at Jesus, surprised to see him and his group not moving further into the temple. What 
was he looking at?

READER #3: I handed my coins to the money changer. I was nervous. I’d heard about the money changers 
here. How would I know if I was being cheated?

READER #1: There’s no way she would know. First-timers are always the easiest to fool.

READER #4: Without saying anything, Jesus began to take a bunch of leather cords out of one of our bags.

READER #2: He stood there making something.

READER #4: What was it?

READER #3: I didn’t even see him come from behind us.

READER #2: He finished whatever it was he was fashioning and . . .

READER #1: I saw him walking . . . no, practically running at my table.

READER #2: Slam!

READER #4: Slam!

READER #3: Right across the table in front of me. Coins went flying everywhere! Had I done something 
wrong?

READER #2: It was immediate chaos, but I ran into the crowd, hoping to stop him.

READER #1: I scrambled on the ground to find my coins. I was worried the Rabbi would strike me with his 
whip as well, but when I looked up, he was already at another table, flipping it upside down.

READER #4: We’d never seen this. Jesus moving through the temple court, driving the money changers 
away from their tables and out of the temple.

READER #2: “Take these things out of here!” he yelled. “Stop making my Father’s house a market-place.”

READER #4: In that moment, something reminded me of the ancient scriptures. “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.”

READER #3: There were coins all over the ground. Not just my coins, but the coins of all the money chang-
ers. I wanted badly to scoop it all into my bag and run.

READER #2: A group of Jews, some of them other religious leaders, finally cornered Jesus.

READER #1: “What sign can you show us for doing this?” they asked.

READER #4: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” Jesus replied.

READER #2: What did he just say? Is he threatening to destroy this temple!?!

READER #3: I didn’t understand. Someone said it best: “This temple has been under construction for forty-
six years, and you will raise it up in three days?”

READER #4: I was as confused as anyone else. It would not be until later that I would understand that Jesus 
was not talking about the temple, but about himself.

READER #1: I ran from the temple and hid, afraid Jesus would find me out there as well.

READER #2: I simply stood in the almost empty temple, not sure what to do next.
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week 3 continued . . .

READER #3: I left the temple with my coins. I knew when I came back the next day, there was no chance I 
would be cheated.

READER #4: We left. All of us with Jesus together. A mixture of fear and excitement filled us all.
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week 4

John 3:14-21—Jesus tells Nicodemus about the snake on a pole/ 
Belief in Jesus is a way out of darkness and into light

READERS
READER #1: (male)
READER #2: (male)

INSTRUCTIONS
READER #1 should be set up at the front of the sanctuary/auditorium, front and center on the stage/plat-
form. As he reads, he will need to keep one arm raised the entire time. READER #2 should begin in the back 
of the sanctuary, but will move progressively closer to the READER #1 as they story continues. Rehearse this 
a few times with the readers to make sure that READER #2 ends up standing directly in front of READER #1 
as he reads his last line of the story.

The effect of this script can be intensified by darkening the entire room, but shining a bright light onto 
READER #1 on the platform (or having READER #1 standing next to a bright floor lamp).

SCRIPT

READER #1 (raising one arm into the air): “And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.”

READER #2 (walking forward): “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”

READER #1: “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.”

READER #2: “Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned 
already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.”

READER #1: “And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness 
rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to 
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed.”

READER #2 (reaching the platform): “But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”



Creative Storytelling

© 2011 by Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City. www.ashestofire.com 9

week 5

John 12:20-33—Jesus predicts his death/God speaks and the crowd thinks it is 
thunder

READERS
READER (male/female reader)

INSTRUCTIONS
This week’s story is a straightforward reading out of the text.

SCRIPT
READER: “Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate 
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there 
will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour?’ No, it is for this reason 
that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’”

“Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there 
heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice 
has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be 
driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He said this to indi-
cate the kind of death he was to die.”
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week 6

Mark 11:1-11—The triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem

READERS
READER (male)

INSTRUCTIONS
This week’s story is another imaginative story, wondering what it must have been like to be with Jesus’ dur-
ing his triumphal entry into Jerusalem.

SCRIPT

READER: A colt? It’s all I could think about as I ran ahead of Jesus and the other disciples. He’d asked us to 
get him a colt. Never mind that he seemed to know already that there’d be a colt there waiting for him. It’s 
just . . . he did know what city we were entering didn’t he?

Of course, I know he did. We all knew we were headed to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. But there 
were rumors swirling. Some of the disciples had begun to wonder amongst themselves if Jesus was, in fact, 
the Messiah. The one who would finally free us from the Roman government and make things right. That’s 
what I’d come to believe. And then he asked us to get him a colt.

But we did as we were told. We found the colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As we were untying it, 
some people standing there said, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” So, just like Jesus instructed us, 
we told them: “The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.”

I almost couldn’t say the words. I had to tell them something. I’m sure they thought we were stealing it. But 
they, too, knew who was coming down the road behind us. And to tell them that he had asked for a colt 
just felt so . . . well . . . weak.

Imagine my surprise when a large crowd then began to form along the sides of the road. When Jesus ar-
rived, the colt’s owners brought out their coats and jackets and put them on the colt for Jesus to sit on. Jesus 
arrived, sat on the colt, and began to ride into Jerusalem.

My surprise only grew when the crowd seemed to care less that he was riding a colt. As Jesus rode by 
them, they took leafy branches they had brought with them, laid them in the road and shouted, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!”

The One? The Messiah . . . riding a colt?
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week 7

John 20:1-18—The empty tomb/Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene

READERS
READER #1: (female)
READER #2: (male)
READER #3: (male)
READER #4: (male)

SUPPLIES
(1) small table
(1) large sheet of white linen

INSTRUCTIONS
If possible, place the four readers in the center of the auditorium/sanctuary (if this is not possible, the read-
ing can be done from the front of the stage/platform). Have each reader centered around a small table with 
a large sheet of white linen on it. Have the readers face in towards the table, but spread apart enough that 
their faces can be seen by those in the congregation.

SCRIPT

READER #1: “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.’”

READER #2: “Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running 
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.”

READER #3: “He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then 
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and 
the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by 
itself.”

READER #4: “Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 
for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples 
returned to their homes.”

READER #1: “But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet.”

READER #2: “They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’”

READER #1: “She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.’”
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week 7 continued . . .

READER #2: When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’”

READER #1: “Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’”

READER #2: “Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’”

READER #1: “She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher).”

READER #2: “Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 
go to my brothers and say to them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.”’

READER #1: “Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord,’ and she told 
them that he had said these things to her.”
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week 8

John 20:19-31—The resurrected Jesus appears to the disciples and Thomas

READERS
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER (for introduction)
READER / ACTOR (male)

INSTRUCTIONS
Like weeks three and six, this week’s story is told imaginatively from the point of view of someone in the 
room when Jesus first met with the disciple Thomas after his resurrection. There is no need for any props or 
specific stage placement this week.

Because a single voice will tell this week’s story and because it is an imaginative re-telling of the story, it 
may help (though it is not necessary) to find a reader who is capable of memorizing this script and acting it 
out, instead of just reading it. The reader/actor should not attempt to dress in any kind of costume, or use 
any kind of props. Ideally, they would wear a black shirt and black pants.

SCRIPT
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER: Once again this week, we will use our imaginations to wonder what it 
might have been like to be an eyewitness to one of the greatest events in human history. It’s good for us to 
remember that this telling of the story is imaginative. It is not a verse-by-verse reading of the story, but a 
paraphrased re-telling of this biblical account from the perspective of an observer. There are two goals here: 
(1) that the telling of this story would inspire you to dig deeper into the scriptures it is based on, and (2) 
that the way things are told in this story would help you to use your own imagination to think about what it 
would have been like to see and touch Jesus, someone you’d watched die only a week earlier.

READER / ACTOR: Apparently, Jesus had appeared to some of the disciples earlier in the week. They were 
hiding in a house, doors locked, fearful that they would be arrested and killed just like Jesus. Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” He showed them his hands and his side. And the 
disciples were happier than anyone could imagine.

But Thomas was not there. And neither was I. Who could blame us for struggling to believe? But was I 
about to doubt some of my closest friends. Accuse them of making it up? It’s not that I didn’t want to be-
lieve, not that I didn’t trust them. Something in my brain would just not let me believe unless I could see. 
But I wasn’t about to say that.

Instead, Thomas did. “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into them and into 
the wound on his side, I will not believe.”

I thought silently, “Me too, Thomas. Me too.” Yet, I said nothing.

Then, a week later, Thomas and I were with the rest when he appeared again. I was scared out of my mind 
because the doors of the house were shut and locked, but Jesus suddenly appeared standing among us. 
“Peace be with you,” he said.
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week 8 continued . . .

Then, he called to Thomas. “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.”

Did Jesus know I doubted too?

At that, Thomas shouted out, “My Lord and my God!”

I wanted to yell it out myself. I certainly felt it inside of me. But I was scared to admit my doubt. Why? Jesus 
did not seem angry at Thomas for doubting. Without any hesitation or condemnation he showed Thomas 
his wounds, just as he had the other disciples.

But Jesus floored me—floored us all—with what he said to Thomas next. And these are the words of Jesus 
that I will never, ever forget:

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.

(pause)

“Blessed are those who have not seen me, and yet have come to believe.”
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week 9

Luke 24:36b-48—Jesus appears to the disciples and tells them he’s not a ghost

READERS / PARTICIPANTS
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER (for introduction)
READER (male)
Twelve people (males and females, to stand around male reader)

INSTRUCTIONS
While there is only one reader this week, you will need to enlist the help of twelve other people to repre-
sent Jesus’ disciples. The reader should stand on the stage/platform, facing out towards the audience. The 
other twelve should stand in a circle around the reader, leaving enough space in front him for the congrega-
tion to see him as he reads.

SCRIPT
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER: In today’s story, Jesus is alive, having already shown himself to a few 
people. But as Jesus meets with his closest followers, he reminds them of a promise they surely all knew, but 
not yet have connected with Jesus and the events of the past few days.

READER: “Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and 
terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you 
anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 
to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.’”
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week 10

John 10:11-18—Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd

READERS
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER
READER (male/female, experienced in telling stories to children)

INSTRUCTIONS
The way this week’s story is told may be familiar to you and your church’s tradition, or it may be completely 
new. This week, invite any children in the congregation age ten and younger to the front of the sanctuary. 
Have the reader sit on the floor, or on any steps leading up to the platform, and have the children gather 
around. As the children move to the front, help explain the goal of this time to the rest of the congregation 
using the Pastor/Worship Leader Script.

SCRIPT
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER: I would like to invite all children age ten and younger to come to the front. 
As they come, I would like to share with you that this week we are going to tell the story directly to the chil-
dren and listen to some of their thoughts about the story. I’d like to invite all of us (myself included) to try 
two things during this time. (1) Just as children hear stories for the first time, let today’s reading be a way for 
you to approach the story as if it’s your first time you’re hearing it. (2) Let’s listen carefully, encourage, and 
honor the thoughts of your younger followers of Jesus. Let’s have fun, but let’s take our children seriously–
and what they have to say as well. We have much to learn about God through them!

READER: Hey everybody. Today we are going to hear a story about Jesus. I want everybody to listen care-
fully to the story and pay close attention to what Jesus says to everyone who is listening to him in the story. 
Are you ready? Here we go . . .

One day, Jesus sat down to talk to his closest friends and followers. They had just seen Jesus do some amaz-
ing things, including Jesus helping a blind man see again! They were amazed, and wanted to know more 
about who Jesus was and what he could do.

So Jesus tried to help them understand who he was by comparing himself to something all of his friends 
would have understood. Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for his 
sheep.” Somebody who does not own the sheep himself may not take good care of the sheep, because they 
do not belong to him. But for the shepherd, who owns the sheep, he would do anything to take care of his 
sheep, to make sure they are safe and healthy.

[After reading this story to the children, ask the following questions.]

1. Can somebody tell me what a shepherd does?

2. What things might a really good shepherd do to take care of his sheep?

3. What kinds of things might a shepherd need to protect his sheep from? How might he protect them?

4. Jesus said that he was a like a shepherd. Given what we’ve just talked about, what do you think Jesus 
meant by this?
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week 10 continued . . .

[End the time by thanking the children for being such good listeners and giving such great answers to your 
questions.]
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week 11

John 15:1-8—Jesus talks about himself as the vine and disciples as branches

READERS
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER
READER (male/female, recorded on video)

INSTRUCTIONS
Because Jesus’ followers were so well acquainted with agricultural metaphors, and may have even been sur-
rounded by some of the things Jesus speaks of in today’s story, the location of today’s reading is highlighted. 
In the week or two leading up to the week eleven service, find a garden or large patch of farmland (even if 
your church is not located in a warm climate). Select someone to read the next two week’s passages from 
this garden/farm, and record them on video. The video quality does not matter (you can shoot it on a de-
cent camera phone). What matters is that the congregation gets to hear Jesus’ words while seeing the reader 
in an environment that matches the metaphors Jesus uses.

SCRIPT
PASTOR/WORSHIP LEADER: For this week’s story we’re going to go somewhere . . . at least via video. Ear-
lier this week, we had [name of READER] go to [name of area, garden or farm] to read the story that we’ll 
hear this week and next. Let’s watch and listen . . .

READER: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed 
by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do noth-
ing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples.”

[Make sure to stop reading at the end of this text, but keep video recording for another five seconds to 
make sure you have enough room to edit the video. Stop here for the end of this week’s reading, and pick it 
up again during the pause for the start of next week’s video.]
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week 12

John 15:9-17—Jesus commands the disciples to love each other

READERS
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER
READER (male or female, recorded on video)

INSTRUCTIONS
This week’s story (and storytelling mode) is a continuation of last week. Please refer to the storytelling 
instructions from last week and play only the part of the video for this week.

SCRIPT
PASTOR / WORSHIP LEADER: We pick up this week’s story exactly where we left off last week. Jesus is 
meeting with his disciples at the Last Supper and is using agricultural metaphors to help them better un-
derstand the nature of his relationship with the Father and his disciples. So let’s head back out to [name of 
area, garden or farm] and hear part two of the story.

READER: “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my command-
ments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I 
have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.”

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not 
call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father 
will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 
another.”
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week 13

John 17:6-19—Jesus prays for his disciples in the garden of Gethsemane

READERS
None, congregation members will read the story to one another.

INSTRUCTIONS
This week, every person in the congregation will help tell the story. Print out the included PDF of this prayer 
of Jesus in the garden for his followers. Ask congregation members to pair up and read the passage to one 
another (so each person will read and listen to the story once). Before they read, give the congregation a 
moment of silence to bring to mind the fact that this prayer of Jesus was not only for his followers then, but 
for his followers now. As they read, they should hear the words as if Jesus is praying specifically for them.

SCRIPT
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is 
from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know 
in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am 
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your 
name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to 
be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the 
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the 
world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am 
not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not 
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As 
you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so 
that they also may be sanctified in truth.”
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week 14

John 15:26-27 and 16:4b-15—Jesus talks about the work of the Holy Spirit

READERS
READER #1: (male)
READER #2: (female)
READER #3: (female)
READER #4: (male)
READER #5: (female)
READER #6: (male)

INSTRUCTIONS
The final story of Ashes to Fire is to be read in “readers’ theater” style. Place all six readers in a straight line 
(or slight semicircle) across the front of the stage/platform. At times only one reader will be reading his/
her section. At other times, the readers will read in unison. Make sure to rehearse this reading a number of 
times with all six readers so that the text flows and can be followed by the congregation.

It may also be helpful to put the text of this week’s story up on a video screen for people to follow along 
visually as they listen to the many voices reading.

SCRIPT

READER #1: “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father . . .”

READER #2: “the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf.”

READER #3: You . . .

READER #4: You . . .

READER #5: You . . .

READER #6: “You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.”

READER #3: “But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may remember that I 
told you about them.”

READER #4: “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.”

READER #1: “But now I am going to him who sent me.”

READER #5: “Yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, 
sorrow has filled your hearts.”

READER #6: “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth . . .”

READER #3: “I tell you the truth . . .”

ALL: “I tell you the truth . . .”

READER #2: “it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to 
you.”
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week 14 continued . . .

READER #5: “But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about 

sin . . .”

READER #1: “and righteousness”

READER #2: “and judgment:”

READER #3: “about sin, because they do not believe in me;”

READER #4: “about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer;”

READER #5: “about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.”

READER #6: “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.”

READER #3: “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you . . .”

READER #1: “he will guide you . . .”

READER #2: “he will guide you into all truth . . .”

ALL: “into all truth.”

READER #4: “For he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears,”

READER #5: “and he will declare to you the things that are to come.”

READER #1: “He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

ALL: “All that the Father has is mine.”

READER #3: “All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and de-
clare it to you.”


