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HUMAN TRAFFICKING NEWS FROM MINNESTOA 

Minnesota run to raise cash against human trafficking (News 8000, June 21, 

2013) 

Seven students from St. Cloud State University are planning a 221-mile run 

across Minnesota to raise awareness in the fight against human trafficking. 

Each runner is raising nearly $2,600. The money will be donated to a group 

that works in southeast Asia, where human trafficking of underage girls has 

been a growing problem. Along the run the students will stay at churches and 

visit community groups to rally support for the cause. 

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.news800

0.com/news/minn-run-to-raise-cash-against-human-trafficking/-

/326/20663464/-/ku9u1yz/-/index.html 

Child sex trafficking is a Minnesota public health issue (Star Tribune, June 17, 

2013) 

Advocates for the young victims of sex trafficking in Minnesota had hoped the 

2013 Legislature would fully fund the much-needed program created by the 

2011 “Safe Harbor for Sexually Exploited Youth Act.” Instead, they won what 

proponents are calling an “incomplete and underfunded” victory — just $2.8 

million of the $13.5 million they requested. The $2.8 million appropriation 

will fund what is believed to be the nation’s first statewide director of child 

sex-trafficking prevention, as well as six regional coordinator positions and up 

to 12 beds providing safe shelter and treatment. The $13.5 million would have 

supported up to 40 beds across the state.  

http://www.startribune.com/opinion/editorials/211629221.html 

FBI Ranks Minnesota 13
th

 Worst for Human Trafficking (ABC6 News, June 

12, 2013) 

Minnesota sits alarmingly high in rank when it comes to these crimes. It ranks 

13th in the nation by the FBI for highest incidence in sex trafficking. By a 

very conservative estimate 213 women are sold for sex each month in 

Minnesota. Of that 50 percent of them started before they were 18.  

http://www.kaaltv.com/article/stories/s3065321.shtml 
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MINNESOTA HUMAN TRAFFICKING FACTS AND RESOURCES 
 A recent study commissioned by the Women’s Funding Network found a 55% increase in girls trafficked over six 

months last year in Minnesota, many of them through ads posted on the internet. 

 The US Justice Department states that the Twin Cities area is one of the 15 largest human trafficking centers in the 

nation. 

 Researchers from Minnesota discovered at least 154 labor trafficking victims and 637 victims of sex trafficking over 

a three-year period.  

*Shared Hope Report Cards  grade each 

state on 6 key principles which set a national 

standard of protection against domestic 

minor sex trafficking. Graded from A-F: ‘A’ 

being most protected, ‘F’ being least 

protected. 

 

*Trafficking is a complex issue influenced 

by several underlying factors, such as 

transportation, entertainment, or tourism. 

Each state is assessed based on the 15 

major factors that contribute to trafficking.  

These determine the influences present in 

each state that increase residents’ risk of 

being trafficked. 10 of the 15 flash points 

are found in Minnesota. 

 

*Polaris Project rates all 50 states on a 4 tier 

scale based on 10 categories of laws which 

are critical to a basic legal framework that 

combats human trafficking, punishes 

traffickers and supports survivors. Tier 1 

meets the most categories while tier 4 meets 

the least. Tier 2 indicates the state has made 

nominal laws to combat human trafficking 

and should take more steps to improve and 

implement its laws. Minnesota meets 10 of 

the 10 categories of laws necessary to 

combat human trafficking. 
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING NEWS FROM MINNESOTA 

Minnesota Cheerleader Accused of Sex Trafficking, Prostitution of 16-Year-Old Teammate (ABC News, June 5, 

2013) 

A high school cheerleader has been arrested for allegedly pimping out a fellow member of her Minnesota pom-

pom squad. Montia Parker, 18, of Maple Grove, Minn., is due in Hennepin County District Court to face felony 

charges of sex trafficking and promoting prostitution on June 12. On March 5, Parker took the victim out of school 

and drove her, along with two other passengers, to an apartment building in Crystal, Minn., where she told the 

sophmore she was to go to an apartment and give oral sex to the man who was waiting inside, the court document 

stated. "You're up!" Parker allegedly said to the teen.  

http://abcnews.go.com/US/minn-high-school-cheerleader-accused-prostituting-teammate/storynew?id=19332279 

The how and where of sex trafficking in Minnesota (MPR News, April 25, 2013) 

"Prostitution is not the world's oldest profession. It is the world's oldest oppression," says Vednita Carter, the 

founder and executive director of Breaking Free, a Minnesota-based nonprofit that provides services to victims and 

survivors of prostitution. The effort to help women and girls escape prostitution and human trafficking will be the 

focus of the group's second Demand Change conference, scheduled for May 3-4 in St. Paul. The gathering is 

designed for advocates, politicians and law enforcement with the goals of raising awareness, building partnerships 

and educating people about the issue. A bill awaiting final passage in the Legislature would treat 16- and 17-year-

olds who have been prostituted as victims rather than criminals. 

http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2013/04/25/daily-circuit-sex-trafficking 

Victims step forward to help bust St. Paul sex-trafficking ring (Star Tribune, April 10, 2013) 

The family preyed on young vulnerable girls — girls diagnosed as bipolar or mentally challenged. The suspects’ 

checkered pasts (one was required to register as a sex offender for five years) placed them on police radar for 

years, but it wasn’t until recently that the scope of their alleged sex trafficking ring was exposed and dismantled by 

a joint effort of St. Paul police, the Ramsey County attorney’s office and the Women’s Foundation of Minnesota. 

But the takedown of the Washington family rested on the shoulders of 10 women and girls who stepped forward, 

authorities said at a news conference Wednesday morning. “I want to thank these courageous young women and 

girls who shared their stories with investigators,” said Ramsey County Attorney John Choi. “It saddens me for the 

victims that it took so long for us to get to this point.” 

http://www.startribune.com/local/east/202327981.html?page=all&prepage=1&c=y#continue’ 

Minnesota: A human trafficking battleground (KARE11, February 16, 2013) 

Along with homegrown prostitution and domestic trafficking, Minnesota continues to be part of an international 

human trafficking pipeline. The FBI ranks Minnesota as one of the nation's 13 largest centers for sex trafficking of 

children. Authorities say part of the reason is our proximity to the border, a large port in Duluth, and the booming 

mail-order bride business. It can be easy access for sophisticated cartels bringing in girls and kids, fetching 

$400,000 a head for sex or forced labor. "They are coming from around the whole world," says Linda Miller, an 

attorney with the Civil Society, which helps victims escape, get help and then testify against their trafficker. She 

has seen some 700 victims since 2005. Many are children and some are as young as five years old and younger. 

http://www.kare11.com/news/article/959535/396/Minnesota-A-human-trafficking-battleground 

Federal Minneapolis jury finds man guilty of sex trafficking a minor, and various child pornography and 

prostitution-related charges (ICE News Release, October 24, 2012) 

Arthur James Chappell, aka AJ and J, of no known address, was indicted April 4, and was convicted Oct. 24 of the 

following charges: 

       - two counts of sex trafficking a minor; 

       - one count of possessing child pornography; 

       - one count of conspiracy to possess child pornography; 

       - one count of conspiracy to produce child pornography; 

       - two counts of enticing travel for prostitution; 

       - two counts of transportation with intent to engage in prostitution; 

       - one count of conspiracy to enticing travel for prostitution; and 

       - one count of conspiracy to transport with intent to engage in prostitution. 

http://www.ice.gov/news/releases/1210/121024minneapolis.htm 
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